ALDERSHOT

much of August, 1914, only there was much more noise
owing to these vehicles* It was difficult to realize that the
vast machinery of the Army was being oiled up again; difficult
also to realize that the reservists had rejoined, that conscription
had been introduced, that the Territorial Army had been
doubled, and that anti-aircraft defences had been put on a
scale hitherto never contemplated. I looked out of my old
window in what had been my office only six years before, and
I thought of Henry "Wilson's words early in 1919: "In re-
building the Army always look through that window and
think of war twenty years ahead.9* It was just twenty years.
I went over to see the war memorial opposite the headquarters
office, on which I used to place a wreath each year on Armis-
tice Day, and I thought of those men to whom it was dedi-
cated, and of the million little white crosses. I motored round
and visited the old Officers* Club, the Command cricket
ground and the Tattoo ground, all die scenes of happy mem-
ories, all empty and forsaken because the Aldershot troops
were packing up for war. Just terrible! No doubt Alder-
shot is busy again. It always is, but this time with those
being trained and got ready to replace the gaps in their
predecessors.
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